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Abstract:
Saturnism has various clinical presentations that frequently cause diagnostic issues. The combination of sub acute onset of nonspecific complaints with the multiform expression of the syndromes (gastrointestinal, hematological, hepatic, renal, encephalomyelopolyneuro-pathy, etc) often leads to misdiagnosing of the cases. 

The authors present a case of saturnism in a person, professionally exposed to lead, who have been hospitalized several times in different gastroenterology and surgery departments prior identification of the actual cause for his condition.  The clinical course and presentation are described in details with special attention paid to the various diagnostics issues that have arisen. Discussion on the possibilities for misdiagnosing is enclosed, as well as some thoughts on the treatment and follow-up of such cases. 
