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Abstract. Purpose: Investigation of the acute methanol poisonings concerning the
increased frequency of the alcoholic intoxications by patients examined in The
Department of Chromatography

Material and Methods: The subject of the study are patients of Clinic of Toxicology,
Naval Hospital and other medical establishments in Varna and the region. It has been
done analysis of the fluids, consumed by the methanol poisoned patients and the bottles
with alcoholic drinks and denatured alcohol that had been taken from the market net in
order to find the methanol sources.

The analysis of the biological and other liquids for the presence of volatile organic
solvent, including alcohols, are performed with own gas chromatographic method, using
GC 5890, series II (Hewlett Packard), equipped with FID.

Results and Conclusions: In 2005 in The Department of Chromatography are
investigated 180 intoxicated patients, 135 from them — alcoholic. There are 33 cases of
acute methanol poisoning. The alcoholic drink analysis related to the intoxications did
not present a deviation from the standard. The analysis of the denatured alcohols
confirms the observed tendency from the last years of falsification by change the ethanol
with cheaper methanol.

The described methanol intoxications are not related to suicidal attempts. The great
quantity of methanol, distributed in market net and the increased frequency of the
alcoholic intoxications in 2005 certainly leads to misuse, acute poisonings and death.
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