‘Mules’ of cocain – toxicological problem or not?
E. Stankova1, A. Hubenova1, I. Marinov1, D. Antonova2, H. Galov3
1-Toxicology Clinic, Emergency Medicine Hospital “Pirogov”, Sofia, Bulgaria

2- Clinic of Imaging Diagnostics, Emergency Medicine Hospital “Pirogov”, Sofia, Bulgaria

3 - Clinic of Imaging Diagnostics, MHAT “Sveta Anna”, Sofia, Bulgaria

Drug abuse is a world wide problem in recent years. Every day huge quantities of various narcotics cross frontiers of the countries despite the ceaseless control and efforts to stop this flux. For many years people are used to carry narcotics through boundaries. One of the various inventions for this purpose is swallowing of packets full of narcotics (heroin, cocain, etc). Can we expect poisoning in these situations and if yes when and what should our actions be to prevent fatal outcome? How can we distinguish between acute poisonings and habitual use of a drug addict? 

We present two cases of ‘mules’ of cocaine that had swallowed big quantities of cocaine and were admitted to hospital after being captured by customs police in order fatal outcome to be prevented until all of the swallowed packets have been evacuated. 
