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Background: Black widow spider envenomation is a rare clinical feature in our practice presenting different life-threatening complications. The aim of this report is to present three cases of poisoning with Black widow spider's venom (Latrodectus mactans tredecimguttatus) which evolved in different complications.

Case reports: The presentation of latrodectism (grade 3 - Clark classification) was described in a 70-year sheepman, 43-year woman, and an agrarian and 34-year tobacco agrarian. All of the patients developed "target lesion" at different localization. In a one-hour period they presented excessive diaphoresis, hypertoxic myopathic syndrome with painful cramps, "facies latrodectismica", autonomic-vegetative effects and life- threatening complications as high hypertension (2 patients) and acute pulmonary toxic edema (1 patient). Laboratory analyzes revealed leukocytosis with neutrophilia, hyperglycemia, and moderately increased aspartate aminotransferase and creatinin phosphokinase (table 1).
Table 1. Laboratory findings in patients with latrodectism 
I pt
    

II pt

             III pt

Lab\d hosp.  
   I      II      III     K
I      II      III      XI           I      II      III      V

Le x 10

 13.5 15.4 12.3   8.5       30.5  26.3  27.7  9.4          17.7   14.2  9.7    6.9

Ne (%)

  90    91    89     66        87     94     76    66            91      83    69     60

G (mmol/l)          9.1   8.0   4.9   5.6      13.5    9.8    6.7   5.7           11.2   7.3   3.8    4.2

CPK(U/l)            /      69    120   70       55     487    390   85           208   397   143    98

LDH(U/l)           /      601  510  266       529    837    623  295         245   292   236   229

AST(U/l)
  /      69    120   38        82     62       51   28           91     72     56      41     

Lab.f-laboratory findings, d.hosp-days of hospitalization, Le- leukocytes in blood, Ne-neutrophilia in blood, G-glycemia(s) CPK-creatinin phosphocinase, LDH-lactate dehidrogenase, AST - aspartate aminotransferase, K- control check after one month
Treatment included muscle relaxants, opioids analgesic, Ca-gluconate, antihypertensive therapy (ACE-inhibitors), and high doses of metil-prednisolone (1600 mg) and adrenaline in the patient with acute pulmonary toxic edema. No Latrodectus antivenin was used. Pain relief was noted after 56 hours after admission. Average hospital stay was 9.3 days.  

Conclusion: Because of rich autonomic and neurotoxic effects of (-latrotoxin, latrodectism may be presented with various, sometimes life-threatening complications. Capturing a specimen of L.M.tredecimguttatus at our territory for the first time convinced us to think about these envenomations more often and mores seriously.

