MACEDONIAN HEROIN ABUSER
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The aim of the study is to analyzed the age, sex, social, academic and ethnic distribution of heroin abusers in Republic of Macedonia.

We analyzed a group of 57 heroin abusers, hospitably treated at the Clinic of Toxicology, after heroin overdose. All the patients have answered a specially prepared questionnaire.

Results: Average age of the analyzed group was 19,6   (± 7,8) years.36 patients (63,17%) were male and 21 female. The average heroin dose was 0, 25 g. per day (max. 1, 5 and min. 0,25 every fourth day). 46 patients (80, 7%) used only i.v. application of the heroin. Home resources were the usual way to get finances for heroin (>60%). 14 patients were heroin smugglers and dealers and 11 of them (19%) were already at prison. Only 9 patients had regular employment. More than 60% were from divorced families.

Conclusions: Young population, male domination, high percent of crime delicts, divorced parents, and very low levels of employment are average characteristics of Macedonian heroin abuser. 
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